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Background

* The Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 introduced key Medicare policy reforms
aimed to alleviate patient financial burden, including the implementation of a
$2,000 out-of-pocket (OOP) cap on Medicare Part D prescriptions in 2025
and the development of the Medicare Prescription Payment Plan (M3P).". 2
Despite these changes, many patients continue to experience financial
toxicity. At Cleveland Clinic Specialty Pharmacy (CCSP), the pharmacy
team assists patients by identifying eligible financial resources. These can
include disease-specific grants, patient assistance programs (PAP), or
sending prescriptions to alternate pharmacies that may have internal
funding programs or offer lower out-of-pocket prices for medications. 3 4

Objectives/Purpose

To quantify the number and associated financial impact of prescriptions
transferred out of CCSP due to financial hardship.

To assess the effect of the $2,000 Medicare Part D medications OOP cap
on prescription transfer rates from January 15t — July 1st, 2024, and January
1st — July 1st, 2025.

To compare PAP enrollment rates between 2024 and 2025.

Retrospective, observational chart review of prescription
transfers attributed to financial toxicity completed between
January 15t 2024, and July 1st 2025

Patients = 18 years of age

CCSP received a hematology/oncology prescription with
Eligibility distribution access to the drug

Criteria Benefits investigation resulted in an adjudicated claim
within the study timeframe

Patient had Medicare (Part B or Part D)

Documented prescription transfer due to financial hardship

Descriptive analytics — to summarize patient characteristics,
Data prescription transfer rates, and financial impact measures
Analysis T-tests for analysis of PAP enrollment rates and transfer
rates between January and July of 2024 and 2025

Overall Impact
» Transfers were infrequent but accounted for a large share of total drug
« The majority of financial impact was driven by prescription transfers to
patient assistance programs (PAPSs).
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’ Correlation to the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) of 2022:
NOTE: Average wholesale price (AWP) was defined through Lexicomp AWP. « Decline in transfers is aligned with the implementation of the Medicare Part
D reforms.
Reforms such as capping the out-of-pocket cost for prescription
medications and the implementation of the M3P can reduce upfront patient
cost burden.

m The observed decline in PAP transfers in 2025 could be attributed to more
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Conclusions and Future Directions

Transferred to PAP, n (%) 389 (0.79%) 198 (1.38%) 62 (0.34%)
Transferred to alternate
pharmacy, n (%) » Despite policy reforms, prescription transfers continued in 2025, indicating
Total AWP sent to PAP per that the IRA alone may not be sufficient to fully mitigate financial toxicity for
30 days, $ all patients receiving high-cost medications.
Total AWP sent to alternate Patients with financial toxicity may still experience barriers to treatment
pharmacies per 30 days, $ initiation even when the annual OOP is capped.
Development of internal funding programs within health systems
represents a potential strategy to further reduce prescription transfers and

2024 (Jan —Jul) [2025 (Jan —Jul) |2024 - 2025 address financial toxicity.
Mean (SD) Mean (SD) Mean Difference * An internal grant can provide short-term financial support for patients who
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health-system specialty pharmacy.
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Secondary Outcomes

117 (0.24%) 40 (0.28%) 37 (0.2%)
8,077,846.66 3,934,998.28 1,237,031.84

757,939.34 226,638.12 250,595.88

Monthly PAP transfers, n 33.2 (8.5) 9.3 (4.8) 23.8
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