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Disclosure Statement

• Patricia Clements and Myriam Shaw Ojeda have no 

relevant financial relationship(s) with ineligible 

companies to disclose. 

and

• None of the planners for this activity have relevant 
financial relationships with ineligible companies to 
disclose. 



Disclosure Statement #2

This presentation was current at the time 
of preparation



Learning Objectives

At the completion of this activity, the participant will be 
able to:

1. define social determinants of health (SDOH) in the 
context of Ohio’s biggest healthcare challenges;

2. explain current disparities and trends in SDOH in 
Ohio; and

3. outline practical ways pharmacists and student 
pharmacists can incorporate SDOH into patient care.



Content Warning

• This verbal presentation includes materials that 
discuss sensitive and potentially distressing 
topics, including suicide, mental health, and 
racism. The information presented may be 
difficult for some listeners to hear, and could 
trigger emotional distress or discomfort. 

• Please be aware that the presenters will be 
discussing these topics, and take care of yourself 
if you need to step away or seek support during 
or after the presentation.



Why are we talking about social determinants 
of health? 

Speaker Introductions
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Public Health Efforts
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Ensuring all Ohio 
communities have a 
fair and just 
opportunity to thrive

Office of Health 
Opportunity 

Mission



Office of Health Opportunity Key Objectives

• Establish equity as a pillar of Ohio’s public health system.

• Improve clinical experiences and outcomes for the most vulnerable. 

• Elevate and address the social determinants of health, by impacting 
upstream social and community conditions of health.  

• Ensure an equitable response to COVID-19 



Supporting 
Health Equity in 
Local Health 
Departments

Community of Health Equity Learning 
and Practice (CHELP)

Health Equity Training 

Health Opportunity Learning Academy 
(HOLA)

Consultation

Ohio Health Opportunity Zones, SDOH 
Dashboard



Supporting 
Health Equity at 
ODH

ODH Health Equity Leads 2.0

Health Equity Training for Public Health 
Professionals 

New solicitation guidance

Program consultation

Elevating the voice of the community

Data improvement and analysis



What factors 
really affect 
healthcare?

• Genetics

• Behavior 

• Environment 

• Physical 
Influence

• Medical Care

• Social Factors
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Define social 
determinants of 
health (SDOH) in the 
context of Ohio’s 
biggest healthcare 
challenges

Picture created using Artificial Intelligence on Canva.com



What are Social Determinants of Health?

https://health.gov/healthypeople/objectives-and-data/social-determinants-health

The conditions in the environments where people 
are born, live, learn, work, play, worship, and age 

that affect a wide range of health, functioning, and 
quality-of-life outcomes and risks​.



https://health.gov/healthypeople/objectives-and-data/social-determinants-health



CDC WONDER, Multiple Cause of Death Files, 2020



CDC WONDER, Multiple Cause of Death Files, 2020



• Goal: Create neighborhoods and 
environments that promote health and 
safety.

• Locations of living influence key factors such as racial 
violence, crime, economic status and more. 



https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/reports/2023-county-health-rankings-national-findings-report



https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/reports/2023-county-health-rankings-national-findings-report





• Goal: Help people earn steady incomes that 
allow them to meet their health needs

• This allows patients to afford healthy food, health care, 
and housing. 



• Goal: Increase educational opportunities 
and help children and adolescents do well 
in school

• A good education sets children up for better economic 
outcomes and allow them to get well-paying jobs. 



• Goal: Increase social and community 
support.

• Social interactions improve health and well-being. 



https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/project-examples/other-collections/social-determinants-of-health



• Goal: Increase access to comprehensive, 
high-quality health care services.

• Increase the affordability and accessibility of healthcare. 



What
about 
Ohio?



Explain current 
disparities and trends 
in Social Determinants 
of Health in Ohio
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Equity isn’t just about race

• Inequities exist between and within racial and ethnic groups

• Health disparities exist between geographic locations, disability status, 
socioeconomic status and community type, as well as race.

• Data has is limited ability by how federal, state and local programs collect 
demographic and place-based data. 



What is Equity? 



Ohio’s Gaps in Outcomes



Why are some people healthy and others not?



Suicide completion in 
black girls

• Suicide among 
adolescent girls has 
increased 56% since 
2009

• While suicide rates 
among white children 
are decreasing, 
completed suicides are 
increasing for black 
children.

• Suicide rates for black 
children ages 5 – 12 are 
nearly 2X higher than 
for white children.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://opensocietyfoundations.org/voices/after-uprising-uplifting-baltimore-s-youth
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Suicide completion

Lethal means
Suicidal ideation

Hopelessness

Copyright © 2021 Health Policy Institute of Ohio. All rights reserved.

Slide adapted from Health 
Policy Institute of Ohio

Anxiety
Depression

Past attempts
isolation



Lethal Means Suicidal Ideation

Adverse Childhood Experiences

Substance use disorders

Lack of access to healthy food

Lack of physical activity

Lack of access to 

behavioral health care

Domestic violence

Poverty

Homelessness and housing instability

Residential segregation

Income inequality

Air and water pollution

Mass incarcerationUnemployment/low wages

Racism
Toxic stress

Community violence

Bullying

Hopelessness

Suicide completion

Mental health stigma

Copyright © 2021 Health Policy Institute of Ohio. All rights reserved.

Slide adapted from Health 
Policy Institute of Ohio

Depression Anxiety

Intimate partner violence

isolation

Exposure to suicide

Sexual experiences and identity 

Past attempts

Law enforcement policies



Outline practical ways 
pharmacists and 
student pharmacists 
can incorporate SDOH 
into patient care
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How can 
pharmacists 
and student 
pharmacists 
get involved?
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Government’s tools to support a fair and just Ohio

• Establish expectations

• Develop a knowledgeable 
workforce

• Prioritize funding

• Collect and analyze data

• Lead with regulation and policy

• Engage in partnerships

• Provide technical assistance 

• Create structural change



DATA
Sharing power through equitable data collection, analysis and use. 





COVID-19 Impact

• Deaths &  Hospitalizations

• Census Tract level

• By Race, Ethnicity & SVI

https://analytics.das.ohio.gov/#/site/ODHDP/views/HospitalizationDashboard/HospPer100kDash?=null&:iid=2


Ohio Health 
Improvement Zones

• Identify communities with 
specific risk factors

• Better understand 
community risks and 
strengths

• CDC SVI score of =>.75

• Ohio Health Improvement 
Zones

https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/health-equity/health-improvement-zones
https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-programs/health-equity/health-improvement-zones


Community Wellbeing: Social Determinants of Health Dashboard

• Uses publicly available data from Census 
Bureau, ACS, CDC, etc.

• 5 Domains and over 100 Metrics

➢Economic Vitality

➢Neighborhood and Physical Environment

➢Healthcare Access and Quality

➢Education Access and Quality

➢Social and Community Environment

• Includes: Maps, Jitter Plots, Bar Charts

• Geographic Profiles -> CSV Download

• Initiatives and Other Resources -> SHA, JFS, etc.

• Data is Census Tract level

• Sets Context – 3 Levels of Stories

• Does not compare to national averages

Publicly available on the data.ohio.gov

https://data.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/data/view/social-determinants-of-health


Demo
Community Wellbeing: Social Determinants of Health Dashboard

https://data.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/data/view/social-determinants-of-health


Let Us Discuss!

Let us say there was a train derailment in your 
community, and you learned that there was a 
material leaking from a car that may be harmful to 
residents who were directly exposed? 

• How could you use available data/ dashboards?
• What do you think your role is or could be? 
• How could you leverage your collective voice in the local response? 



Public Health Internship

Careers | Ohio.gov

https://careers.ohio.gov/


Contact us to 
learn more!

Visit our webpage: 
https://odh.ohio.gov/know-our-
programs/health-equity

Subscribe to our newsletter: 
HEALTHOPPORTUNITY@ODH.OHIO.GOV

Send us an email: 
HEALTHOPPORTUNITY@ODH.OHIO.GOV 



Questions?

Myriam Shaw Ojeda
mshawojeda@ohiopharmacists.org

mailto:mshawojeda@ohiopharmacists.org
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